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PETER BETRAYS JESUS

OLD PETER AND MARK ARE OFF-STAGE. WE 
ONLY EVER HEAR THEIR VOICES. PETER IS 
HESITANT TELLING THE STORY AND HAS TO 
BE PRODDED ON BY MARK AT SEVERAL 
POINTS.

OLD PETER: I never like telling this story.

MARK: But the stories about Jesus are wonderful.

OLD PETER: Not this one. Not for me.

MARK: Is it that bad? (BEAT) Go on.

(SCENE WITH JESUS, PETER, ANDREW AND 
JOHN FORMS)

OLD PETER: We were in Jerusalem, having dinner together. 
Jesus seemed sad and on edge. We asked what the 
matter was and he said "One of you is going to 
betray me to the Romans". We didn't believe it. 
We looked at each other. "Is it me, lord?' Some 
of them asked, as if they didn't know their own 
hearts. I knew better than that.

(PETER FACES UP TO JESUS)

OLD PETER: I said "I've followed you from the beginning. 
all the way around Galilee, and now up to 
Jerusalem. I'm ready to die with you." He 
looked at me, right into me. I don't know 
whether he saw it there, or God told him, but 
he said "Peter, before the cock crows in the 
morning you will deny knowing me. not once, but 
three times."

MARK: Three times. (BEAT) Were you sad?

OLD PETER: Sad? I was furious. He had to be wrong. I was 
going to show him. somehow we had a sword. I 
never really knew why. but that night I stuffed 
it under my cloak. If they were going to take 
Jesus they would have to get past me.

MARK: So you fought them?

(JESUS AND DISCIPLES EXIT THEN ENTER, 
WITH JESUS FIRST, AND DISCIPLES 
FOLLOWING. JESUS SEPARATES HIMSELF TO 
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PRAY. THEN RETURNS TO THE GROUP, JUST 
AS GUARDS AND JUDAS ARRIVE. JUDAS 
GREETS JESUS. THE GUARDS SIEZE HIM. 
PETER HACKS AT ONE OF THE GUARDS WITH 
HIS SWORD. THE DISCIPLES FLEE.

OLD PETER: We left the city that evening to get away from 
the heat and the crowds. Jesus was getting more 
nervous all the time. He went off to pray for a 
while. then, just as he came back, a crowd of 
people came up the hill. they had torches and 
clubs and swords. At the front, leading the 
way, was Judas, who had eaten with us that 
evening. he came right up to Jesus and, as if 
nothing was wrong, gave him a friend's kiss. 
that must have been the signal, because they 
grabbed him and started to tie him up. they 
weren't going to get him like that. I got the 
sword out and slashed at them. I think I took 
off someone's ear. and then Jesus shouted 
"Stop. This isn't how it happens." and he let 
them take him. The same Jesus who had fed 
thousands, walked on water and calmed the sea, 
captured by a mob. Everyone scattered. But not 
me. I wasn't going to let Jesus down. and I 
still had the sword. I followed the mob back 
into Jerusalem and up to the high priest's 
house. It was the middle of the night, but 
there were plenty of people about so I joined 
in with the crowd and got through the main 
gate.

MARK: That was brave.

(COURTYARD, WITH FIRE IN THE MIDDLE 
AND A FEW PEOPLE WARMING THEMSELVES. 
PETER JOINS THE CROWD. A SERVANT GIRL 
SEES PETER AND ACCUSES HIM OF BEING 
WITH JESUS. PETER DENIES IT.)

OLD PETER: You think so? Jesus was inside somewhere. so I 
settled myself by the fire in the courtyard, 
along with the guards and some of the servants. 
As I was waiting there one of the servant girls 
came by. She looked at me then said "What are 
you doing here? You were with that Jesus, 
weren't you." and I said "Jesus? Who's that? I 
don't know what you are talking about."

MARK: "Who's Jesus"?
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OLD PETER: I know. Even as I said it I was ashamed. I told 
myself I would never do that again. (BEAT) I 
moved to the gateway to get away from her. 
Every now and again someone came out from 
inside and tell us what was going on. It wasn't 
good. There were informers who would say 
anything for money, and they were accusing 
Jesus of rebellion. None of it was true.

MARK: Were you working on a rescue plan?

(THE SERVANT GIRL SEES PETER AGAIN, 
AND ACCUSES HIM OF BEING WITH JESUS. 
HE DENIES IT.)

OLD PETER: I was working my way around the courtyard from 
the gate when the servant girl came by again. 
This time she said to the people next to me 
"This man was with Jesus. I've seen him around. 
I know he is." (BEAT) I said "I don't know what 
you are talking about. I've never even seen 
this Jesus before, let alone been with him."

MARK: Again?

(GUARDS COME ON AND STAND BY THE 
FIRE. A MAN ACCUSES PETER OF BEING 
WITH JESUS. PETER DENIES IT 
VEHEMENTLY. A COCK CROWS. PETER 
STUMBLES OFF.)

OLD PETER: (BEAT) Some of the guards came out, laughing 
about how they'd tormented and beaten Jesus. 
They warmed themselves at the fire. One of the 
men around the fire had been looking at me for 
a while. "You're from Galilee," he said. "I 
don't care what you say, you must be with him." 
The soldiers were so close. "What are you 
talking about? God strike me down if I've ever 
seen that bastard before in my life. [A note 
from Huw: we aren't actually going to go with 
this, but see Mark 14:71.] From somewhere on 
the walls a cock crowed. And I remembered: 
"Peter, before the cock crows in the morning 
you will deny knowing me. not once, but three 
times."

MARK: Oh, Peter.

(PETER IS CRYING IN A CORNER AS JESUS 
IS LED BY ON HIS WAY TO CRUCIFIXION. 
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THE STAGE IS BLACK. THE SOUND OF 
NAILS BEING DRIVEN HOME.)

OLD PETER: I stumbled out of the courtyard and into an 
alleyway. I broke down and cried. They took 
Jesus away. They sentenced him to death and 
they crucified him. At the time when he most 
needed us, we all left him, we all let him 
down. There was nobody with him.

(NOTE: WE COULD STOP IT THERE. BUT I 
THINK WE SHOULD GO ON WITH THE NEXT 
COUPLE OF LINES.)

MARK: No. (BEAT) Do you want to have a break.

OLD PETER: I'm sorry, sometimes just thinking about it 
churns me up again. Let's come back to this in 
a little while.


